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Energizing the Aging Society by Breaking Diminishing Curves

CAI Fang

( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract:In order to cope with the challenge of aging population in China we should abandon the old
idea of just paying attention to “support” the elderly instead we should regard the old — age population
as labor and resources and create favorable conditions to transform the old — age human capital into real
productivity. This paper suggests that we should delay the retirement age carry out the whole life cycle
training deepen the education reform extend the healthy life expectancy and strengthen the “universal”
social security and other policy measures so as to break the diminishing curves of labor participation rate
human capital and consumption power in the aging stage catch hold of opportunity window of sustaining
economic growth of China and lay a solid foundation for coping with the population aging.
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