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A New Perspective of Regional Disparity: Research on the Mismatch of
Population and Industrial Distribution

CAI Yi-fei, ZHANG Ju-wei
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics CASS, Beijing 100723, China)

Abstract: The regional disparity can be expressed as mismatching between population and industries from a
spatial point of view, which is a new perspective in looking at regional disparity. In this paper, we first construct
some indexes to measure the status and trends of the mismatch. Second, we try to explain the mismatch by three
hypotheses, including the population migration barriers, changes of capital marginal return and the regional policies
of the government. Our empirical results showed that the mismatch firstly increased then decreased with the
economic development. During the course, the population migration barriers and regional differences of capital
marginal return are forces to increase the mismatch, and the regional coordinated development policies have partly
reduced the degree of the mismatch. Finally, we have proposed some policy suggestions for reducing regional
disparity based on our research results.

Key Words: regional disparity; mismatch; coordinate agglomeration
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