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The Changing Trend and Policy Prospect of China’s Regional Development

Pattern during the 14th Five-year Plan Period
DENG Zhongliang ZHANG Keyun

Abstract: Observations on China's regional development show that since the reform and opening up, the
balance of China's economic spatial pattern has been gradually improved, the regional development gap has
been increasingly narrowed, and the mechanism of regional coordinated development has been more thorough.
In the meantime, large-scale labor migration has also reshaped the regional comparative advantage and urban
agglomerations with mega-cities becoming the main economic carriers in spatial forms. However, there are
also some problems such as the imbalance of population agglomeration caused by regional development
differentiation, the spatial mismatch of “de-industrialization” and “service industrialization” in some
provinces, and the increasingly frequent external impact challenges. In order to promote the high-quality
regional coordinated development, in the 14th five-year plan period, based on the objective law of factor
agglomeration, China should coordinate regional development and human development, strengthen the division
of urban functions, guide the spatial balanced employment, promote the construction of urban agglomerations
and metropolitan areas, cultivate new economic growth region, constantly improve the domestic production
network and expand the domestic consumption market, and promote dual circulation between the internal and
international markets to enhance the regional development resilience and endogenous growth force.

Keywords: The 14th Five-year Plan Period, Optimization of Economic Space, High-Quality Development,

Complementary Advantages



