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Age Schedules of First Marriage of Chinese Females: New Changes, Causes and Trends
Feng Ting

Abstract: The article adopts a cohort perspective to reconstruct the first marriage progress of Chinese urban and rural
female birth cohorts using the data from the Seventh Census. The findings show that (1) Lexis surfaces demonstrate
the characteristics of the three dimensions of age, period and cohort in the change of Chinese women’s first mar—
riages. From the period effect, since 2010 the hazard rates of first marriages have been declining rapidly, and the
age of first marriages has been postponed, with rural women changing more rapidly due to their late start. (2) In 2019,
the first marriage rates of urban and rural women decreased significantly; survey error is not sufficient to explain this
change, and the uneven marriage markets, the improvement in women’s education and the change in gender atti—
tudes may have caused the real decrease in the first marriage rates and the proportions of ever—marrying. (3) Extrapo—
lation predictions using three parametric models of the age schedule of first marriage indicate that proportions of
never—marrying in the cohorts born after 1980 will increase more rapidly, reaching 4.6% to 9.0% in the 1990 cohort; the
proportions of never—marrying are higher among urban women, expected to reach 4.5% to 13.8% in the 1990 cohort;
the proportions of never—marrying in rural areas are rising rapidly in the post—1985 cohorts due to greater hetero—
geneity and weakening social pressure, and will overtake town women. The trend towards later marriage and non-—
marriage in the later cohorts is difficult to reverse and will profoundly affect fertility, marriage and family.

Keywords: Age Schedules of First Marriage; Age—Period—Cohort Analysis; Parametric Models; Proportions of Never—

marrying
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