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Male Marriage Difficulty in Northeast China in Qing Dynasty and Its Implications .

A Study Based on China Multi-generational Panel Dataset
WANG Lei

(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract; The difficulty of male marriage is a prominent long-standing problem in Chinese society. A
study based on the historical population database can provide reference for the current difficulty of male
marriage. Based on China Multi-generational Panel Dataset, using descriptive statistics and discrete time event
history analysis technology, we made a comprehensive study on male marital behavior characteristics, marital
difficulties and their influencing factors in Northeast China in the middle and late Qing Dynasty (1644 AD-
1912 AD). It is found that the rate of lifelong unmarried men was very high and there was an upward trend.
The lower the social class a man belonged to, the more serious his marriage difficulties were. Family members
and their socio-economic characteristics had an important influence on male marital difficulties. The research
holds that the root cause of male marriage difficulties is the rejection of the bottom men by the marriage system.
The economic factors were the key reasons, and demographic and social factors aggravated the difficulty of
male marriage. At present, it needs long-term, comprehensive and systematic policy measures and multi-party
cooperation to deal with the difficulty of male marriage.

Key words: male marriage difficulty ; China Multi-generational Panel Dataset; the middle and late Qing
Dynasty (1644 AD-1912 AD)
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