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Reunderstanding of Negative Population Growth in China

Wang Guangzhou
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract : China’s negative population growth is the long—term accumulation result of the transformation of
China’s population reproduction mode. Based on the census data from 2000 to 2020, this paper analyzes the his—
torical changes of China’s population reproduction mode by using population reproduction indicators such as the
benchmark birth rate, net reproduction productivity, internal growth rate and population inertia.On this basis, the
paper analyzes the trend and process of negative population growth in China in the future through the progressive
population forecast model.The results show that China’s population growth is too fast in the period of internal pop—
ulation growth, and the population decline will be too fast in the period of internal population decline.China’s total
population is expected to enter negative territory in 2022 as the number of births continues to decline. The nega—
tive growth of China’s total population is characterized by the accelerated negative population growth under the
condition of ultra—low fertility rate. It is also a negative growth characterized by regional imbalance and significant
change in the composition of urban and rural population.
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