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Household Structure and Changes of Male Bachelors in Rural Areas

based on census data since 1982

WANG Yuesheng

Abstract: According to the census data since 1982 bachelors 30 years old and above in rural ar—
eas mostly live in nuclear households followed by single households and then lineal households.
Paremts are the major family relationship resources that form those bachelors nuclear households amd
lineal households. The proportion of brothers and other relatives that live with the bachelors have been
declining. There has been a significant age difference for male bachelors living in the major households.
Male bachelors In the 30 ~ 35 age live mainly in nuclear and lineal households with parents or some
married brothers. In the 45~50 age group the proportion of bachelors living alone increases but most
of them still live with lineal or some collateral relatives. For the age group of 55 and above living alone
has gradually become the mainstream. Most elderly unmarried men mainly live alone in the four periods
since 1982 and since 2000 their number has been increasing. Social security and welfare institutions
should take practical measures to provide necessary life assistance for them.
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