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An Analysis of the Impact of Rising Bride-price on Children’s
Education Investment in Rural Areas:

A Gender Perspective

Zhang Liyang & Song Yang
(School of Economics, Renmin University of China)
Abstract: In recent years, the increase of bride-price in rural China has placed a lot of burden on
poor families. On the one hand, bride-price increase has the potential to squeeze families’ current
expenditure , which in turn makes families spend less on children’s education. On the other hand, it is
possible for families to alleviate future bride-price pressure or obtain higher bride-price income by
increasing their investment in children’s education. This paper constructs a two-period intergenerational
overlap model to study the impact of bride-price increase on children’s education investment among
rural families. It finds that, for one-child families and families with same-gender children, the
increase in bride-price leads to an increase in education investment for girls, while the effect on boys
is uncertain. This paper empirically tests these findings using panel data from the China Family Panel
Studies (CFPS), and finds that an increase in the average bride-price causes families to increase
education investment of both boys and girls, and the effect is greater for girls. Therefore, this paper
suggests that the implementation of policies such as changing customs to reduce the bride-price level in
poor rural areas should be accompanied with educational support policies for poor rural families to
avoid the negative impact on the human capital accumulation of adolescents, especially girls, in rural
areas.

Keywords: rural revitalization, bride-price, education investment, marriage market
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