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Inheritance among College Graduates
Zeng Guohua', Wu Peiying' & Qin Xuezheng’
(School of Economics and Management, Jiangxi University of Science and Technology' ;
School of Economics, Peking University” )

Abstract: The weakening social mobility has become a serious issue in the Chinese society. As
intergenerational occupational mobility being a critical link in intergenerational income flow and
social stratification, understanding its formation mechanism, influencing factors, and policy
interventions is very important for improving social equity. This article uses administrative
employment data of 2018 college graduates in a central province in China to analyze intergenerational
occupational inheritance, and examines the differences among occupations from the dimensions of
career effectiveness evaluation and occupation probability. The study finds that inheritance exists
among all occupations, but in varying degrees. Career effectiveness is the key factor for
understanding occupational inheritance. Occupations with high inheritance level are in general those
evaluated with high occupational effectiveness, and occupations with low inheritance level are
characterized with low occupational effectiveness and high occupation probability.
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