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HAA SR NTAATHRFRALRZAEFTEOBAF, A3 FEF L PFH LMK,
VABNAE LR AT HAAT AN AL ML, 44, ERALEEZREH LN
HWAT, REMBERZFHRBEFTRAAAS, REL,21ZXANAFHRPRAHEH AT R, LRk, —2
HAHBERMFOMAHNLY SEAH TR A S VAT ERBOLL RRLPE, TAYW
BHHEREL, ROALAFTERFAFTE L ZAR TR RBA P ELEARNG T4, ERARAE
AWt ATEORG I EREIAHCADE, B THABABLGA»RFYFLERELR
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BB RAE T 2.1 3% — B RKOFE  FE G E X B TR e 0 A, BRI R K 2 B 2
RFEZIFHON N BA RS AET R, A, R AL &2 A7 G R AR A R s
Ui A B R AT SRR — A I BE B IE B D7 SR ) o R U, A — R B R L X
STV B A B AR s AT AT R R B BE R RRAE 5 SR, AE R 5 1 g s B R S AR
T RN I 35 AR XA AR A BB R BRI T R R KO (87, 2024) o ST R HT AR RIS
K 7 L AR HESE i R Z 5C T X RS SR BEAL I B9 K3k o il an, IE A AT R By, Dy s B IR
K LA #EXEE WK X HCE A5 TP a7 SRR AE, # R WAL S it 1) T B —Fp e al
A S S48 " AL AR B, AT LAFR 2 R “ B HP 7 (regression to the mean)®

AR SO IR I BRI  B I(E e R R NSOk E U A T RN
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SR VT S A A AT A 2 00 R 22 0, R 0 T AR A AR R S B SRS T B AR A
B F & BB, 558 T B A SR 3] — Sy & ARG, 55 & P R SRS ) — SERRAE AL S ST . SR,
JCie AR R S E R Uk, BE R KO AR B R A — N N SRR 1 AN B A KO B M Y
TR . AR AL 2T 0 BEAR AR B R AT BSR4 08 I 38 T DA SR EE I SO0 2 IR A
Vo IE ST
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BT — S 4% 09 IS BB DL K5 Z A SE i R B e Al L 3R WS %7 B 2.1 XA TR KO A H R,
TE 25 1 45 b XA 5% 2 oP A5 BM 2 7z gk R, PR E A R — R e R A R
W

T 5T A E TE A S Y LA B S5 A LRI a3 S R A 1 O B A £ AR D AR Y
ol W B 1 GRE A B R — AT OO B 1k B G B YR A i A R R A SR R A TE
AN RSB B 45 R BRI A T R A BRI 25 5 (R ZE R BE 2R BT R 3k i 3AE A % P 8
& K PA T 28T 2.1 XA &K (UNPD,2019) . Sobotka &. Beaujouan(2014) 544 (1
R R A 25 2R A WD L RO 6] 5 A4 31 TR I, A7 A R K8 1Y BHLARLAE B 1) SRR B R i 4

HYR R ) 22 B 58 3 BT 48 i 0 — S PE G R HL PRS0 e R R B SRR AN T ek 2.1
B FAE A T R — 458 . TERR I, A 2R AR T — 2 Al T LS B R AT DA H U A
JE R R AT A I 238 EAE S A R BN, 78 AR I A5 VA 0 1 3L e v 0 9 DR AR S RE 1 )
A B R AR T AR A R A A O R R R R O R AR RS ML L DL A A —
ZHLE4E (Sobotka &. Beaujouan, 2014) . #EAk, A AR =R PR R, A7 HA —Fh BB L
FRCR BRI B T AE K i (Long & Zhang,2023) o XX — S8 145 SR 15 5 B ALE], ANTiE AR
FE A0 M A A A R L AR ) S Ik S B 5 T R ISR L A B R U W R R A A H R I
SO DU B Y 2 U RS F A AR R o AN VRS AL = A, FRATTAS B A O DR 3R A i R A
FEFIT NN EERL RS,

P8 g —TUEAR S5, BV DA D 00 B SO SR U 4T SR KO A R AR O S A R B AT R
i 0 30 42 32 0 S S 1 A ORI B B2 X TE R I T A AT R D Y B A S R R — A
BB TR AT, BEAT IXRE — U AR S0 X T LR N 2 WA R & o SRR B R Y
TR BE R 145 I E A )R R B B L — AR 5 B R 2 B TR] AR IR A KO [ R A £ 1Y
FRAE , 80 U0, JC IR 5 b & KT 1 [ AR LG, v B i A R E g Ak T BRI OK S i HLR A 4%
ST R SR B o T SV AT e RN 1 AR Y B, 4 T SRl DX 4 Ry U 2K A S A A TN 20
BB YN ZER] B Be 0N T2 B BRSO E R B B (World Bank Group,2016) o 7E 3% 4>
HE 8T AR AR AT [ B b A n] DL B, v [ i Ak B Be R 29 A0 1 W3 N AR R N LR 2
[, A B 5T B 1 S R 0 A 8 g AT AT 40 (I 1) o R SIS 6 T A, TR RS W8 9 1) A
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X T A AR R T B AR A 22 AR AT T 2 e W EUE TR IR, N
— R A, P E AL S P R R AR T T TR BE I A SRR RO T DA AR X R
AT AR R hin L - D1 5 /R (Becker, 1960) BB U A9 — S SEUE R 56 . AR ER TR | o B ST 50T 4F
B RS TR A B BOR W AR I B AR S B BRI AE B R AR . A3, XF T A 2 far DUE B an it A%
M AT R, AR T LA — R T BB X R O B AE SR . 7R R T HEAT B e FRATTR AR 23 3 B
AT TR A B 57 76 1 mT e 22E 100 DA 0 4k 25 U sl 1 ) B T8 IR 56 R I BUR & X

NGB 2 b AT 4 PO D S X AT 55 o B 5T IRATT AR ARAE R S S AR AL T R X —
PG, VA4S b AR B KT LA AT 7 A el 335 AR SR R A ) R, 3 T 4 X A 0 B o i
AR T RAAELERIE . LUk, 78 T I 5 e, 35 o ] 28 56 R 5 R 50l L L D Bat s sh i R
Rl e B FRATTOLER B T — Se i 28 5 F i B R (2507, 2024) o 7642 B BOR s BT A2 B
JBCTF B 3 A Bt 0T B v ) A 2 T A B B — OB B A B — O T, A R RO 4 3 3h 1 £ 1
R B, 2k A 00 B 00 396k 1) B B 5 3 — T, 4R T B K R VR0 B B, A R T A S i B
T AL RS P I — ek RURR IR B Be ok A, FRATT AT LAABCHE 1 0 W2 vl ) 4 23 00k
Sk T 5, O B s A T R R I (BT, 2024) o X RE IR S AG A  R E )R mi
AT RTE R B A

7 10 5 22, 7 ] B A B R 8 50 i SRl b AR SO A T A Ak 1 R A RO £ I 0 Y R R
J& [ s, 7E — 5 R IR I 6 E DA KBRS 55 S B A Rl R, A A AR B I OUL S AL, B A AR R K
B8 45 F o i —2F 57 2 R B TR BT, 38 R S PR AR B ORI T R AR 25 S SR R G TR AE
Rf 0 R B Bt B 4k 23 O B PRI 55 B X AR R R G DN PR L RN B S 43 A
P B — A58 02 A 58 35 B 35 4 RO A A R A S AR AR R SR Ak S OR 15 T 0 T Bl i o
LA DRI A 2 AR 0 2R 7 R ) 3 KO [l 05 0 B TR . A SR S — A B TR # A4
BE R #E 2 4 AR R T DA U A S sh o BRI 0E  AR DU RO s 19 2 8 AR P
W B A R R % A A A S i s B R T R R HE S A R 1 K RS Y UK 85 )
Jiml .
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124 VLA R N 1 AR = AN B Be 2 A0 O AR N E B R B8 0 T A R A O AR 1k
JEDR, R At 1 e ELREAS ME A0 i R, OF Ho 2R ad 1 Dy o Il G 2 6 R0 R o A B R B . X — BB A
A AR TR W B Y 4% [ AR R R A U R G IS AT LA el 28 U A 2 9 K R OR il B (Caldwell,
1976) o % HIE P MR YN 1158 A8 = A [ BERCH AL, BIDACEAT o A2 3R i SE T I R
i A BRI B B, 28 ol B AT S R A R AR T AR | AR TR AR B v [ B B, B A B8 BAT IR A
ARARIET R ARG AR RRAE A By B, (AT & T 5 B MR 4% [ 45 M DX i — e 2 96 o AR LA D AR
Sl 4[] B, AT R LA R 3 e A 7 SR P AR UL, D T — S g sl R AT T A A A9 4 il
(lae Jous

FERE AR 28 W 0 NI 51 B Bl e Gr LA™ R 2 FUOR X T4 i S RO B A AR LR
fil 3, B X AT R LSS B 0F B A e R mT DAY AR A AL S 527 (stylized facts) o KT,
FRATA R S F LA 22 Z L . LSS A 3 0 ) R B 6 = 5 R A 0 5 B O AT i 1) 2
B o O T AR e AT ABEAT TP AR S ER 1 AR S BRI, R U A SOBOR MUHCR TR B 11 4R 90w ofe
FI ARS8 07 vk , RIDANSE B 6 A 1) = sl 1 S rh AR AT B0 | JE L8 X R A5 42 i 4L 147 X 1L, 328 FH AR I A
TR TR B R E R ENE  WAE AT R MERr . A, QSRR o A R B BORPERR L B 22
KA TE A IR R B A T SRR BN B TCIR A B HERR T sk TR AT SR AT TR A BT Bl L AR B AT
IRJE—Ff A IR SER o R, AR S B0 A B L6 3 50 48 7 45 I 3R 2 8] Al R A7 AE 1 DR OGRS
THIE R R IEA f 0, T LA S BT AR 4
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T L b I Al 5 R RIS A G O [ s o ok L AT T EL 220 8 ML SR R A% b 4598 A AN [R]
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S S, DUWIE B — A8 i 5ee o e Bk UL, AT 2. 153 A4S B 7K P B i K O 2 3 A —
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TE Tlb i Z A A8 T-4F B, JCie el ipfuf b, 2Bk N B 7 1 DL A BT A R D TR KX —FR S
BT 7E 18 4 R 2 it LIk, S 2 A 25 W0 4 i R A8 KK, BIAT R T /R B 3L IR B B, 22 00 1 D ik
AR A 7l A A ERA S 2 5, AR 7 L R A A B SRR R
H EHE AR “Fa s " KRk 3 (B 2) .

FRATTAT LA A 7 28 T B T 3 AT B R i 1 S, O TR AR L A3 BB 2 O Ey R BRI
AN RN BIRIR IR AN o (B AR A X A ORI IR AR AL A TR K A C RIS, B2
i FAATT A 338 20 BT o 2 B, 3 S0 Ak A W v s I /KO B A 38, e i 28 B A 2 R TR IS R Rk
MG, R IRFE ST - DR BB (1798) A8 A S He2z R AL 7K 5 B 1E (f911 40 Dasgupta & Dasgupta, 2022) ,
FAEE RSB DR i SR O R AR TR ORI, DL SRR R A S A R A
JIT RE AR SZ (R BE DAL 0o IO B2 23 IR A L R PR AN AT R 2L L R SR G L . I — A IR EUR
TR B RE , R i A 38 A RE A A T 1m0 H B AR A K CF sk Al B a RR e Bl . K
WSk F A 1E KT By el 8 8RR AR B R M DK R0 T, SR, A28 T A B 4EF3H
Bt ok B A 1T Eahny .

i B8 Myrdal (1940) K& HAb F 5] — B4 & 0F 78 & 1918 18 (Keynes, 1937 ; Hansen, 1939 ; Eggertsson
etal,2019) , KWW AE & R RO O OO 2 081k BRI T 8% ok, Al 7 H 2
V&, 45 8 0% R A R N R TG 2 9 HE VR B 52 e o 3 4 SR B T AR 4w 45 R KOBHE T (secular
stagnation) , 76 4 Xt 5 28 5% v 19 28 I J2 AR 38 IR 07 % K o3 IR 28 T 35 R s 17 BRI AN
RAG . BAGIRZ BUOK T B by 2R AT DL 09 ek A8 33 R R 4iF |, 0 40, 397 el 92 155 10 42 BROR i AT
A N B IR 2 R A I O I K R A, O | SO R R RS BT T BOR 2 B DR B
W28 T F B K Al AN X A, N R A 32 1 IBOSR A I, T R B T AR 3R DA A AR K - 1) K CF
Yy 1E1 0

— M N BORE RS AT RRKWE M SR, AT RNE AT BEEMAEFTIT MGG,
A B ] ) FRLAh T AFDOE AR B ARAS o Rk, 55 0 AR DG A9 BIF 5 181 4R R L Y BCAS — Wi 4 43 A sl fik ok
GyAT OV IS ) I AN A AE — B0 A 0 PN AT D ek A R A R R R S T S A ) R —
By o JCUTE 23 L2 T A S 10 SO0 2 T, A0 0 G 48 [l U5 3t A= B R ta e /AR E s & 4t
2 VD BAVE R RN 2 I T O E 1 o BUE UG A B RS T &5 A b R R R 2y
M B E AR, ROATAE R — A RRME S BRI OR &R O ISR o B U 38 B AR R
By ¥, e 2 06 N RGN AR S . AN, B AR F R a0 [E) 2 2 A a e S
BEEAT I 8 B S0, AR s I EOR 85 I J7 1) . NSEBRR R L AR R R K1 R KR R R
TCig 2 N 7 BOR T B, TR X R BUR T B R EE AN, 2858 R R A T At R SR A AR 4
117 A6 7 28 AR K T [ 35 7K 9 0109, 20075 2250 A 2 PR BOSR T 1 (8% W7, 2023) o
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FEATTHE AT 22 0 8 A TR IR 2R 75 AR 0 T REVE AU AL . BRI S T —Fh 2 M 5 ik B i
73 FEBRAE , Barro & Becker(1989) 858 1Y (i BF 58 J7 18 , 5 1) I HL o 18 — SE B A (R BE 75 4 15 T, W A
B i PR AR X R 9 3 M b o X B ARRB AE L BR —  AE AT AN AR R AR B A RO
JEAE R RE 22 U AL 218 5T BEAT MRS fe R AL B 4% 5 55 A D BRSR E RIAT D o 9 A0 RE BAT S A AR Y
AL, AL & A B RN W25 0 T 2 B SE AR BT DL, 2 RO — R s AU e 5 5 = BEAR X L
W R E IR AT C R T RIS AR 7 R 2% 6 R AN FBR 23 B b 2 R A A A
g PR A AR BR T Sy sl 08 1105 565 DU, 1 720 B B0 7 2, 98I B ARG LAt b AR, TR X AR
IO 3% Jee i ), 769 B B A B0 R B 7 LA B o
AL 22 0 3 B WA R, SRE TR X B B R ) B A A R 0 I A 2 SR R A B0 B A A
T & b R o A A R O A B R W B RE ) A BT T O A BT B AR
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T 7K T B 808 U T B AR HAT Y AR TR KB B T B B SRR T RO N DL
AT WU, R LS T 21 A E R WA, R E W R T R TR
AT RRFMT 2.1 MPIERE T, 500 W ) T8 A 5 5w B 3 108 T & AR R K
b

X LRI A BT, SEBR b At R 57 RE HE BAT A A 2 it s M 1 O R v, ST RE [ A A3 AL BE R
T A TR R BRAR B A b BOR 2R A A 2 b B AR TG R Gl R AES Y T A
IR — B BT AR 2 B S BEGRE A T B R BUR o A, BE 5L (2020) BLH AR 25 A
FERNB AT AR, 2l TR P BRI R LT P B R T RO R, S B R E R
AR E R R B AL 2 b 2K 228 o F B AT DR IS A S Y DR SR DU o — T T, 7 U A 1
BN, GBEAE 7 AARAR T (B T ) At 2 Bk AR T HA SR (S m) MAEFTEE. 7
—J7 T, 75 75 S B WU A B2 sUAF TR 2 AT @ YER IS 00 T, SRR B R R 5 A 2 A8 A K F 2 1E A
KRR FR o BRI, A i o B D AR EE G E A ™ 3, DT 88 22 M i A 2 2 T 1] 32 2 HE Y 5235, 2
F10 ) B A A e ) BARL AR R ) 2 S A o X — T B RS 98 , TT LUK S RE AR i AR
{14 40 B2 S AN 2 3t PR S — K LA A

P A e AR A B RS S A R R, AR AT R K AR RO R A R
XAEIE R SCHE . TR B AL A 2 U S J ok R, T AU E A 1 R A B R Y AR L FRAT]
AE AL I HL 75 ZEAR L A T AR 8 2 A5l B e AT AN RSB B W] o 8 T4~ F Y, FRATT T LA Al
— RPN T A S B0 5 RVBURGAE B sa W2 AU 2 IR B i 07 sUIE 2 T R 48 4 T T 0 T k7
EE W REE o XL, AT 2% AR i S i A 2 SR £ RO B SR AY O 5X, 5 Aol T A2
s AR A 7 A BCRE B PSR B ARl 2 Ak o SR AT RUEE B B R LR A R O H2 K Bl
A LAAS 2 5 ELAS A 1 A R A, O A R R A R A BEA AR T H AR, 5 R R Y AR R AR T )
EARAT AR DI RE AL e s, PR A R B AR [

SR, T AT LI AR Y, S WA RS T T A T, MR BT — S BN R 2 A
WA, FE/T— 355, Wy 0™ i AT DU i S AR A PR, O AN T T A0 A Ml #8 Ae  R] RE
afn , BE O A R AR MY AR 2L PR AR RE R R IR — A, BT AV R I S R4S I, W R A 2
X E % T RO TR, R - M E AT RERE S . A, ZE R T Rk,
3 AR 5 19 A~ 0 3 0 8 AR - — 7 TR AR T 4 B 3 B R B £ T AR X A A (BORAS) , HT RARR 2
< DUg RN (Becker, 1960) 5 55 — 75 1 W2 BURF A2 3 iz 55 98 X4 Bt /9 B4 b 2 s A8 531, vl LA
PRz 0 BIRE IR " (28107, 2023) o ) 3E Ul , BORF AR S — % B 2% 7 19 se N, n] DU 5 2k
AR N S I 55 1) HE R S R R R A AR 4% T B RS AR T AR R EE AR T 15T I U O 1)
I3 JEE

M. @R KRR ELSREN?

O3 FE R 55 (9 13t 2 I SR R AR T, BE A R AR AR R 4% T 0 S AN, AT A 4R S A T R
AR R o A DA — ol ] JBE 22 1 A0 % LR B, 4 2 48 ) (A 28 0 i e 09 5 k2 Y 8, 10 068 1) A T I AT
A A EEMASER . 20 2 404EAATFAG , WO AL 58 [ S i s At AR R R & L e g 1Ak
YA, HE R P T AT R ARR MO AE T — 2L e R XM S B
AR Iy s 2 9y e — 5 R FE L EIE TR M) [ 58 BE AL 2 S 1, DT B AR T R AR R AR .
TR B E b R AL 2 R R A R S 2 B B O AR FRATT TR AR AR OC T A A [ SR I
K VIR DL e oy A i R Y S SR SCHK , LA 7 b SRRl b B G P A A Y [ PR 22 6, A A xd v e
Ak — 204 .

BEAR T AR 20 42 = = AR i — W E Rl 7RISR, B 2 3 SOV Az
By — B X 2 18, VY 7 [ A T B s A o T SGE B . SR, DL B i S L R O AU FE 4
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A PR BRIk A A M 0 AR B D0 A A 00 A 2 Ak I % [ B, A DL TR SR A 23
&7 (socialization from the demand side ) ff Jy — Fl AT L2 52 (1 6 £ HL= 248 T IA S A 5008 . LRI B it
AL 1% 3 28 % S, 5 U B S S A U0 1 90 A s TR S R AT A5 A, A R T b R e 0 A ) [ SR 4R
(Olsson, 1991) o B4k 13, By 81 DL 2R 3K IR 9 I 4 2l 04« BF B2 57 1 7 Jhy e o 06 [l D S it DL s B 4
7 o A R TR S s Ak L 5 DA Bl B SRR B A A WSS % T A3 0l e B T R I R Y A R
5%

A DLUE B AN GEAS 32 SO B RR A% 56 IR — K AR SR G AL, MR A R DR A R 95 4% [T 3 ol vy R A 2
AR R . o8- e - /R A T L (1952) DASE [ ], BUA 158 U BRI B BOR % 48 Sk
B IR I AR AT 00 K R AEAR KAR B2 VA T T AL 46wk s O e i B2 55 3l 3 B g AR 7 e IR T % o
B, DA BB FE 2 S AT K #ETE KAE FAE 3R . AR N R A e S T O SR A ¢ A e 1
H SRR (8 43 A 2 B A A5 3l ] T Ak S A A A R 5. AN, A & [ 5 R 3R 45 1) — ol ofl 2
HE SR ) ] G TF A 2 b — 4R, 76 A2 A 25 U 3 O T A 3R IR T 22 T3 0l o

i an , ¥ B Titmuss (1974) B REFE , “ Kb s Ak 23 4R A0 1) B2 B0 Ak 2s R R AR B0 T A B X6 ST 1Y
PR LA, A SR 27 A A W) I A AL S TR B RIOR o FE AT — AU BURF 5 7 fi PROERE 14 1 4
SRR BR A BE AR A S IR 55 PRI TEAT o A8 5 —BEUTR | dk 2 R R B A8 AT o] 4 23 AT ] & R By
B O EOM N IZBAT I BT . 5aX R4 R A A, BRI - R — AR (1990) 8 AR R B A
F R AR (1) #1355 B0 S RN RS2 Be i A pl 2 SOV (2) B TR A vk
7 ] R ) S B 1 A A 2 A 5 (3) 453 T A RROE S S BRI ak A R AR VR AL X T A
B 55K = AT B R 4, BE R SR I — AR Y S VR ) R, ok B ok A 2 R R AR
DA 4% Pt A 1Ak 23 90 2 I SR PR A R I T IR &K

FEA A A e —Fh A A HEAE £ 06 R BB B HE R AR AR E AL S Bl . EAL SR
FIBEA R = A L) — 45 iR 25 A 4E Z bR, R B — L IE R 2 — D AR T AR iz T B8
) 250 8 0 ] BT G T A 8, X T AR S A R AR R 5 Ak S s M 2 A 56 R IEAT TR T B F 5T
(Esping-Andersen, 2015) . 45 Hi B9 4518 52 , 78 = Fp A A1) 1 2 2 8 v, HOA AW+ 25 B 32 3 AR A
B 5, v] LA R0 R 45 B 2 4R 7 48 5P i i pL s UL B TR B R BV S s, BT
55 ER B 26 1 0 BUIA AE AR A, X 2 ] GGE R AR Rl AN A TR A, ISR XA
Oy RS BUORAE T2 A SRS B S it A 2 MRS Y BOR RN T O IR . N, L B R R e I H
B S it L 25 2 R 1 ST R A IR A B B A AR E T BB LS i 38 A AL R 95 3 ) i 3 BUSR 1 52
Jit, fofT A 4% B 2% R SR AE PN B R 208 AN RE AR B B T F R

FE 2 R A RUEAE T AR 09 3 7R BB IR AR TR — A, ZE I B) bt AN — U7 7R K R
AR 3 AR T BE AT R A — e i R R RRAR SR T BR AR R o R — AR R IR AS
W5 33 AU At T B SCRR S A A R, FRATT AT LUAE S A A ] S AR i A2 U B i SR R R R L O A
g ] A R s B ] b g R ot SRR AR R R R R A S s R S AR
BB AE A

T, BUA S MBUR R S EOCHE . DI R RN A R R AR B R TS E
H H T3 38 G AR RN 7 A BUIR 2 B BLE IS B . 20 T4l SO AR AR LK , ik b i Al 14 2R i 1 8 B
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Social Welfare System as the Cornerstone of Social Mobility and Fertility Desire

CAI Fang

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Summary: Since the total fertility rate of China, defined as the number of births per woman, fallen below the
replacement level of 2.1 in the early 1990s, it has gradually dropped to a low of 1.2 in 2021, one of the lowest in the
world. Consequently, China has entered a new phase of demographic transition characterized by negative population
growth and becoming an aged society. The determination and dynamics of fertility have been widely recognized as a key
issue concerned by both academic and policy researchers in China. Likewise, weak fertility desire and low fertility are
widespread phenomena in high-income and middle-income countries, and concern scholars in multiple disciplines of social
sciences worldwide.

Related disciplines have developed some theories and accumulated massive empirical evidence about how fertility
and its dynamics are determined. Among those theoretical and empirical works, children’s utility hypothesis in economics
and demographic transition theory in demography have provided mainstream explanations. While both the theories and
empirics resulting from testing these hypotheses do have more advantageous explaining power on why high fertility tends
to decline as countries” income level grows, they are inept at answering questions such as whether or not countries with
very low fertility can resume their fertility to near the replacement level.

This paper explores the rationales, potentials, and ways for countries with very low fertility to resume a position
with a more sustainable fertility level or near the replacement level. The paper follows three logically sequent steps as
research unfolds. Firstly, it is intended to review the studies related to fertility by breaking the disciplinary boundaries
among demography, economics, and sociology, in the hope that the existing theoretical reasoning and empirical evidence
can be incorporated into a unified analytical framework on fertility. Secondly, it tries to synthesize the factors commonly
revealed, which are believed to weaken fertility desire and lower fertility rate, to a more analyzable conceptual
framework-social mobility. Thirdly, it tries to establish a new paradigm on the relationship between population and
development, which can hopefully help find effective ways to increase fertility.

If there is a fertility that is both sustainable for society and desirable for family, that is, a universal fertility rate
equivalent to replacement level, policies aiming to increase fertility can be effective through creating an environment in
which families tend to have two children and a country’s fertility tends to rise to the replacement level of 2.1. By retracing
the world history of economic development and academic thoughts and analyzing the equilibrium conditions under which
families realize their maximum utility, this paper confirms those assumptions, though as in any case of a new scholarly
conceptualization emerges, the existence of universal fertility and related trend of fertility regressing to it remains
hypothetical and subject to be further tested.

The main conclusions and policy implications for China can be summarized as follows. Firstly, since there are both
universal fertility and trends of fertility converging to it, to encourage fertility desire and enhance the fertility rate, policy
efforts should be made to create conditions for fertility to regress to the universal level. Secondly, in China’s case, as the
significantly wide income gaps among population groups reveal, social immobility serves as critical constraints that
prevent rural and urban families from meeting their fertility will. Thirdly, a social welfare system that covers all people
and their entire life span is an institutional cornerstone of social mobility. In conclusion, building a well-functioning
welfare state in accordance with China’s stage of economic and social development is a panacea for promoting social
mobility and thus enhancing fertility.
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